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History of Slavery in America- Key Events and Vocab 

Slave A time where some people were 

forced to work for others without 

pay and without freedom. 

Enslaved Africans brought to 

Jamestown in 1619. 

Daily life included hard work on 

plantations. 

Families often separated.  

Important Laws- 

Fugitive Slave Act 

Missouri Compromise.   

 

Segregation 

Plantation 

Abolition Abolitionist Heroes 

Harriet Tubman 

Frederick Douglass 

 

 

Underground Railroad 

A secret network to help enslaved 

people escape to freedom.  

Civil War and Freedom 

Civil war fought over Slavery.  

Emancipation Proclamation- 

President Lincoln’s order to free 

slaved people. Slavery ended on 

December 6th 1865.  

Modern Day Slavery 

Although illegal now, there 

are situations where people 

are forced to work against 

their will under harsh 

conditions. This is done 

‘Behind Closed Doors.’ 
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oppression Primary Source 

First-hand sources, like letters, 

diaries, or photographs, created by 

people who experienced or 

witnessed the events directly. 

Secondary Source 

History books, documentaries, or 

articles that are created later by 

people who didn't experience the 

events themselves. They use primary 

resources to help explain and 

understand historical events. 

  

auction 

Emancipation  

 


