What are the style indicators in this
piece of music?

Year Six Spring Term - A New Year Carol

Three key questions
What is the structure of this piece of music?
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What is the story is told in this composition?

Benjamin
Britten

What is the
story behind
the song?

How does the
music make
the story
more
interesting?

KEY FACTS
Benjamin Britten was a British composer, born in 1913 and died in 1976. Many
composers in the
twentieth century wrote music that was very complicated to listen to and
required many highly skilled musicians to play and sing it. Benjamin Britten wrote
music for everyone, he even said
so himself. He wanted his 'music to be of use to people, to please them, to
enhance their lives'.
People enjoy his music so much that he is now the most-performed British
composer in the
world.

He wrote music of all kinds and travelled all around the world performing it as a
pianist and conductor. He was so famous that the BBC devoted a whole
programme to him for his 50th birthday

and he was the first musician in history to be made a Lord by the Queen. When
he died he left

behind more than a thousand pieces of extraordinary music and the fascinating
story of a journey from Suffolk schoolboy to great composer.

A New Year Carol is a British folk song originating in Wales, and it is also known
as Levy Dew.

This carol was traditionally sung at New Year and is associated with New Year
customs, not

Christmas. The song celebrates the New Year using a combination of folk stories
and religious

ideas.

The piano accompaniment supports the vocal line: the melody (tune) is smooth
and lyrical. The

verses are calm and peaceful, telling us about the in-coming new year, and
interestingly 5 notes

are used. The chorus is louder and reaches a climax with a wider range of notes
and more leaps

than steps in the melody line.

how to clap a variety of rhythms

the lyrics in the song, (so I can perform confidently in
unison.

How to use style indicators/dimensions of
music to describe a piece of music and how
they contribute to the meaning and mood of

asong.

what structure is and can recognise it in different
pieces of music.




